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If you want to get a gig at 

The Tote; read this…… 
 

 

About the booking process: 
 

We very rarely book individual bands, most of our bookings come to us as a full line-up of 

at least three bands. The reason for this is we find that gigs organized by a group of people 

who have some connection seem to work better, and it demonstrates to us that you are part 

of a musical community or network.  

 

Once we have an idea of the kind of night you want to put on, we will add you details to our 

data base of potential gigs, and we can look out for a spot for you. If we think a certain date 

might suit you, we will contact you and offer you a show. 

 

We would love to help everyone who contacts us but it is not possible for us to do that.  

You will need to have played a few gigs, and gathered a bit of a following before you 

contact us. If you are just starting out, it will help to have some more experienced bands on 

the bill, the Tote is a 320 capacity venue! 

 

A very broad range of music is welcome at the Tote. 

 

We recommend you have a look at our website, and see the kind of gigs we put on, to get an 

idea of the kind of bands who play here. Or come down and have a beer! 

 

If You Are From Out Of Town… 

 
You will need to present us with a line up proposal that includes at least 2 local bands you 

have made contact with. Myspace away! 

 

Under 18s… 
 

We don’t encourage underage bands to play in the licensed venue. However if you do have 

people who are under 18 in your band, you MUST TELL US IN ADVANCE! If you turn up 

with under 18 band members that you haven’t told us about your gig will be cancelled on the 

spot, on the night. Boring! 

 

Contacting Us: 
The best way to contact us is via email. 

 

bookings@thetotehotel.com 

 

In your email you will need to include: 

 

• Some info about your act 

 

• Links to any web demos you might have, myspace etc.  

 

• A line up proposal with at least two other bands, and/or a list of bands you regularly 

play with and think you can organize a show with. 



    2222        8/03/20088/03/20088/03/20088/03/2008    

    TTTThhhheeee    TTTTooootttteeee    HHHHooootttteeeellll    ••••    66669999----77771111    JJJJoooohhhhnnnnssssttttoooonnnn    SSSSttttrrrreeeeeeeetttt    ••••CCCCoooolllllllliiiinnnnggggwwwwoooooooodddd    ••••3333000066666666    ••••    PPPPhhhh....    9999444411116666    0000777733337777    
    BBBBooooooookkkkiiiinnnngggg    GGGGuuuuiiiiddddeeee    

 

• Contact details including phone numbers and email addresses of your band and the 

other bands on your proposed bill. 

 

• Any relevant date information, for example other gigs/venues you have played, gigs 

that you have booked that might affect when you can play, suitable time frames for 

the band etc 

 

• You can send us a demo by snail mail to tote bookings, level 2, 105 victoria st, 

Fitzroy 3065 but our preference is for web access. 

 

 

Requirements: 
 

Once you have confirmed a date… 

You need to supply us with contact details of each act if we don’t already have them. 

 

You will be required to provide your own sound engineer. It is usually cheapest and easiest 

to find one engineer to do all the bands. We can recommend some contacts if you don’t have 

your own. 

The P.A. Mics, leads etc are provided and details of the equipment are available. 

 

You will be required to provide us with promotional material, press releases and posters for 

the gig, well in advance. You can get an idea of the kind of press releases we use by 

checking the gig guide on our website. 

 

You will need to email us the press release (please write press in the subject heading) of 

roughly 60 – 80 words, at least two weeks prior to your gig, and provide the venue with 8 – 

10 posters, at least two weeks prior to your gig, for in house promotion. 

 

You will be required as a group to take the promotion of the gig seriously, and make every 

effort to get people along. 

There are all kinds of bands who play the Tote - ranging from the hugely successful to first 

timers. Whether it is your 1000th or your very first gig, every band member / manager / 

promoter should check the info provided at least 2 weeks before your Tote show, to give you 

every possible chance of making it a successful one!  

 

 


